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The Mission of Jesus Shared 
Session Point: The truth about Jesus is too big to keep to ourselves.  
Session Passage: Luke 24:44-53 
 
Luke 24:44-45 
Connec=on to the Point. Jesus fulfilled all that was wriHen about Him in the Old Testament. 
 
Se?ng for Luke 24:44-53. Previously, Luke reported on Jesus’s resurrecOon appearances to the disciples in the 
evening of resurrecOon day. The Eleven apostles and other disciples were present in Jerusalem in a room 
behind locked doors because they feared the Jews (v. 33; John 20:19). As they listened to the report of Cleopas 
and another disciple about their interacOon with the resurrected Jesus while traveling to Emmaus, Jesus 
Himself appeared to these disciples (Luke 24:35-36). By talking with them, showing His wounds, and eaOng a 
piece of fish, Jesus demonstrated the reality that He was physically present and was not a ghost or an illusion 
(v. 37). 
 
He told them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was s=ll with you (v. 44). Jesus conOnued to 
address the disciples’ disbelief (v. 41) and convince them of His physical presence by allowing them to see and 
touch Him (vv. 39-40), then eaOng (vv. 41-43). He reminded the disciples of what He had said prior to His 
suffering, crucifixion, death, and resurrecOon. While I was s+ll with you refers to Jesus’s words prior to His 
crucifixion and resurrecOon. As previous verses indicate, in no way do these words imply Jesus was not 
physically present with them that Sunday evening. Likely Jesus was preparing them for the Ome when He 
would not be present physically with them, about forty days from that Ome. By using the phrase my words, 
Jesus could have been referring specifically to His mission of voluntarily surrendering to God’s plan for Him to 
“suffer and rise from the dead the third day” (v. 46). However, His next words suggest He was speaking about 
all He had taught the disciples during His three-year ministry. In the remaining words of verse 44, Luke 
conOnued to support this more comprehensive interpretaOon. 
 
Everything wriLen about me (v. 44). Using this resurrecOon appearance as a teaching opportunity, Jesus 
pointed the disciples’ aHenOon to what had been wriHen about Him. In doing so, He was direcOng them away 
from their emoOonal response in seeing Him and toward a beHer understanding of His mission. As the next 
few words in Luke indicate, the phrase refers to Scripture.  
 
In the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms (v. 44). Jesus used this phrase to refer to the whole of the 
Scripture wriHen at that Ome, the Old Testament. The Jews divided the Old Testament into three secOons: the 
Law, the Prophets, and the WriOngs (or Psalms, referring to the largest book in this secOon). This is the only 
place in the New Testament where all three divisions of the Hebrew Old Testament are specified; usually only 
the Law and Prophets are menOoned. This may be because the Jews did not finalize the books in the 
“WriOngs” secOon unOl about AD 90 (perhaps in response to New Testament books). 
 
Must be fulfilled (v. 44). The Greek word translated must here can also be rendered it is necessary and refers 
to an obligaOon or requirement. Be fulfilled refers to Jesus’s compleOon of prophecies that referred to Him. 
This Greek verb is used eighty-six Omes in seventeen of the twenty-seven books in the New Testament. These 
numbers demonstrate that fulfillment of prophecy was a consistent emphasis by New Testament writers, 
especially in reference to Jesus’s life and ministry. Jesus—His birth, life, ministry, teaching, suffering, 
crucifixion, death, and resurrecOon—is the focal point in human history. 



 
Then he opened their minds (v. 45). Luke did not specify exactly what Jesus did to open their minds. Perhaps 
part of this opening of their minds involved the presence of the Holy Spirit in a way these disciples had not 
previously experienced. (The opening chapters of Luke’s next volume, Acts, specifies other ways the disciples 
experienced the Holy Spirit.) Perhaps what Jesus said or did referred to His teaching them how to understand 
Scripture (the Old Testament as idenOfied in the remainder of this verse) more accurately. Whatever Jesus said 
or did helped His followers to think in a new way. They had a new understanding of what they had failed to 
grasp over the previous several years. These disciples gained this new understanding of Scripture not through 
their own study, but rather through Jesus’s revelaOon, when He opened their minds. 
 
Understand the Scriptures (v. 45). Jesus’s stated purpose was to help all these disciples understand God’s 
wriHen Word, especially as it related to His fulfillment of it, as we will see in the next secOon of verses. This 
phrase depicts the same thing Jesus did with Cleopas and another disciple earlier that adernoon (v. 27). 
Properly understood, Scripture points to Jesus. 
 
Luke 24:46-47 
Connec=on to the Point. The death and resurrecOon of Jesus is to be proclaimed. 
 
He also said to them (v. 46). Jesus had already opened the disciples’ minds to a beHer understanding of the 
Old Testament by explaining various ways He had fulfilled Scripture (vv. 44-45). From there, He conOnued by 
laying out the heart of the gospel message. 
 
This is what is wriLen (v. 46). This phrase (or something very similar) is frequently found in the New Testament 
as an introducOon to quoOng or referencing a parOcular Old Testament verse or passage. The New Testament 
writers’ frequent use of this phrase reveals their view of the importance of Scripture.  
 
The Messiah will suffer (v. 46). The Jews of Jesus’s day were looking for Messiah or Christ. However, they 
believed Messiah would be a poliOcal/military leader who would restore Israel’s independence from Rome and 
establish an earthly kingdom similar to David’s kingdom in the Old Testament. Throughout His ministry, Jesus 
rejected popular misconcepOons about who God’s Messiah would be. Early in His ministry following His 
bapOsm and temptaOons, Jesus began preaching and teaching in Galilee (Luke 4:14-15). Luke reported that 
Jesus then went to His hometown, Nazareth, and preached (vv. 16-21). Jesus focused on a passage from the 
prophet Isaiah to describe the kind of Messiah He would be. Possibly in part because of the Jews’ 
misconcepOons about who Messiah would be, opposiOon developed (v. 28) and they aHempted to kill Jesus (v. 
29). As Jesus taught His disciples, He explained His Messiahship on numerous occasions (9:22,44; 17:25; 18:31-
33; 22:37), but they failed to understand unOl He “opened their minds to understand the Scriptures” on the 
evening of resurrecOon day (24:45).  
 
And rise from the dead the third day (v. 46). According to Jewish Ome calculaOon, Jesus was in the tomb three 
days (part of Friday, all of Saturday, and part of Sunday). One aspect of the gospel message is that Jesus would 
suffer and be crucified. But it is not the full message; the gospel is not complete without Jesus’s resurrecOon. It 
is the proof He is who He said He is. Jesus’s resurrecOon serves as the affirmaOon and verificaOon that all He 
said was true. During the first century AD, a number of Jews claimed to be God’s Messiah. They were killed—
and they stayed dead. Not so with Jesus! God raised Him from the dead early that Sunday morning. The 
apostle Paul compared Jesus’s resurrecOon with the Jewish offering of firsmruits (1 Cor. 15:20,23). This offering 
was a down payment Jews made when they took to the priest the firsmruits plants produced to show they 
would bring their whole Othe when the full harvest was complete. Paul wrote that Jesus’s resurrecOon 
demonstrated God had accepted Jesus’s atoning sacrifice of Himself for humanity’s sin, and that, at the final 



resurrecOon, God would raise those who had died in Christ. The cross and resurrecOon are central to the 
gospel message. 
 
And repentance (v. 47). In this verse, Jesus shided His focus from the historical aspects of the gospel message 
to the individual person’s response to it. Many people think of repentance as feeling sorry for something 
they’ve done. That’s not how the Bible defines repentance. Biblical repentance focuses on a change in a 
person’s mind/heart and how that change results in different acOons in his or her life. If there is no change in 
our behavior, there has been no repentance. The word picture behind the Greek word translated repentance is 
of a person who is walking in one direcOon who then stops, does an about face, and walks in the completely 
opposite direcOon. From MaHhew through RevelaOon, the word translated repent or repentance is used fidy-
six Omes. Repentance is our iniOal step in responding to the gospel. UnOl we repent, unOl our minds/hearts are 
changed so that our acOons change, we have not shown God that we have genuinely repented.  
 
For forgiveness of sins (v. 47). Jesus listed the purpose of repentance as the forgiveness of sins, something only 
God can do. Once we repent, however, God forgives our sins (1 John 1:9; “confess” means to agree with God). 
As God puts it, He will remember our sins no more (Jer. 31:34) and remove them “as far as the east is from the 
west” (Ps. 103:12).  
 
Will be proclaimed in his name (v. 47). This message of repentance resulOng in God’s forgiveness of sins was a 
part of the gospel message to be proclaimed in His name. Whenever we read the New Testament phrase in his 
name, we should think of that which is reflecOve of Jesus’s character or in agreement with who Jesus is. 
Proclaiming the gospel message falls short of what Jesus intended without proclaiming repentance resulOng in 
God’s forgiveness of sins. 
 
To all the na=ons, beginning at Jerusalem (v. 47). In speaking to these disciples, Jesus commanded that they 
preach the gospel to everyone. Jesus intended that the gospel should spread like a powerful wave, flowing 
from Jerusalem to all the na+ons. Jesus’s mission for His followers of that day conOnues to be our mission 
today as the next secOon of verses reveals. 
 
Luke 24:48-53 
Connec=on to the Point. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit who would empower the disciples to share His 
witness. 
 
You are witnesses of these things (v. 48). Neither Luke nor Jesus specified what Jesus was referring to by using 
the words these things. Perhaps He was referring to: (1) the historical facts of the gospel (His suffering, death, 
and resurrecOon; v. 46), (2) a person’s response to the gospel (repentance and God’s forgiveness of sins; v. 47), 
or (3) the proclamaOon of the gospel to all people (vv. 47-49). Probably He was referring to all three of these 
possibiliOes. Jesus stated that everyone gathered that Sunday evening (possibly the 120 people Luke 
menOoned in Acts 1:15) were witnesses of what He said. A witness is someone who tells what he or she has 
seen or experienced. We get our English word martyr from the Greek word translated witness because from 
the first to third centuries many ChrisOans were killed for their witness to their faith. This is sOll true in many 
places in our world today. More ChrisOans were killed for their faith in the 20th century than in the previous 
nineteen centuries combined.1 
 
And look, I am sending you what my Father promised (v. 49). Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to carry 
on His work (John 14:16,26; 15:26; 16:7). Luke’s second volume, Acts, reveals how the Holy Spirit conOnued 
Jesus’s work through His followers’ mission—parOcularly the proclaiming of the gospel from Jerusalem to the 
ends of the world. In Acts 2, we see the coming of the Holy Spirit as the fulfillment of God’s promise and the 



proclamaOon of the gospel to people from many naOons. In the second century AD, we see evidence of 
ChrisOans in those locaOons menOoned in Acts 2:9-11. 
 
As for you, stay in the city un=l you are empowered from on high (v. 49). When the Holy Spirit came, He 
would give them the power they needed to be witnesses for Jesus. To be effecOve witnesses, we need that 
same Holy Spirit to convict us, teach us, and empower us to be the kind of witnesses Jesus desires. We see the 
fulfillment of this promise in Acts 2 on Pentecost, celebrated fidy days ader Passover (the day ader Jesus was 
crucified on Friday, possibly in April of AD 30).  
 
Then he led them out to the vicinity of Bethany (v. 50). Bethany was a small village on the Mount of Olives on 
the road to Jericho, less than two miles southeast of Jerusalem. Bethany was the home of Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus, as well as Simon the leper. Several events in the New Testament occurred in or around Bethany. We 
might assume that Jesus led the group gathered in Jerusalem that Sunday evening immediately to Bethany. 
However, our assumpOon is likely incorrect; most people at that Ome did not walk any distance at night. The 
word then refers to the next event that happened, without specific reference to an exact Ome. Since we know 
the Bible does not contain errors, this helps us to understand the Oming of Jesus’s other resurrecOon 
appearances as described in MaHhew, John, and other New Testament books. 
 
And liYing up his hands he blessed them (v. 50). When they were addressing God, Jews usually prayed with 
their hands lided up toward heaven. When blessing someone, the person doing the blessing frequently placed 
hands on the head of the person being blessed. A blessing frequently involved asking God to help the other 
person, oden a close friend or offspring, by empowering that person for a specific task. By this Ome, the 
disciples were close to Jesus, having spent about three years with Him. 
 
And while he was blessing them, he leY them and was carried up into heaven (v. 51). The word while implies 
that Jesus’s blessings took some Ome, as would a father’s blessings for his children. Perhaps Jesus gave each 
disciple a blessing that focused on his or her specific needs and mission. Neither MaHhew nor John recorded 
Jesus’s ascension into heaven. Luke’s final chapter of his Gospel account and the first few chapters of Acts 
focus on events in and around Jerusalem. Luke recorded Jesus’s ascension twice (Luke 24:50-51 and Acts 1:9-
11), menOoning different details each Ome. The Gospel accounts of MaHhew and John focus more on Jesus’s 
resurrecOon appearances in Galilee (a region north of Judea and Samaria). Many people assume that Jesus 
ascended into heaven ader giving The Great Commission (MaH. 28:18-20) in Galilee, but MaHhew actually 
ended his Gospel account without menOoning Jesus’s ascension. A careful reading and proper understanding 
of New Testament chronology reveals that no conflict exists between our Gospel writers’ accounts. 
 
AYer worshiping him (v. 52). This is Luke’s first menOon of worshiping Jesus. Jewish worship frequently 
involved prayer, a statement of faith, Scripture reading, a brief explanaOon of Scripture, and singing of a psalm. 
However, Luke did not specify exactly how these disciples worshiped Jesus.  
 
They returned to Jerusalem with great joy (v. 52). Although Jesus was no longer physically present with these 
disciples, He would be spiritually present with them through the Holy Spirit. The great joy Luke referenced 
here may have resulted from their (1) new knowledge of how to understand Scripture beHer (v. 45), 
(2) comprehension of Jesus’s completed mission (v. 46), (3) understanding of salvaOon (v. 47), (4) commission 
as witnesses (v. 48), (5) promise of the Holy Spirit to empower them (v. 49), (6) blessing by Jesus (v. 50), or 
(7) being privileged to witness as Jesus ascended into heaven (v. 51). Likely, this great joy resulted from all 
seven of these things. When we are rightly related to Jesus, we, too, experience great joy. 
 
And they were con=nually in the temple praising God (v. 53). Luke began his Gospel account by describing an 
event at the temple in Jerusalem (the angel speaking to Zechariah). Luke closed his Gospel account in a similar 



manner, by referring to the disciples being conOnually in the temple praising God. The impact this praising of 
God had on the Jews in Jerusalem very well may have contributed to three thousand people being saved ader 
Peter’s sermon on Pentecost (Acts 2:41).  
 
1. “Modern Persecu/on,” www.chris/anity.com/church/church-history//meline/1901-2000/modern-persecu/on-
11630665.html 
 


